anybody’s terntary Let them have it. 'm pulling
my men out,”’Robbins said. -

For about ten minutes confusmn appeared to
iree area fire ﬁghtxng u;mts were unable to- .reign at the scene until the Waﬁms and Harian
the abandoned Black Star Elementary School  units took over firefighting efforts.

Pathfork and worked into the early morning - The Rev. Ronnie Oplinger, Pathfork, said as the

5 inguish the fire which destreyed the se}wai burned; “I was in the last graduating class

~in1961.” He added, the schoeihad beceme a “gar
- bage dump” in recent years.

His companion, Jeremy Blanton, anoﬁier Path-
fork area resident, “I wouldn’t wastef the water”
- trying to save the building.” ,
Mark Henderson, Black Snake

Henderson, 26, recalled fond memories of his
schqa! days at the Black Star School as did other

*enguifedr in ﬁsmes,
ived and continued

i reﬁghter,
d of the Harlan
appparently mi

'i‘he Black Star Scheel ha &e&a &é focus of
- considerable controvery in the last year.
, One faction of the Harlan County sard,of. Edu-
nut ten f:re- cation had nearly finalized plans for construction
“of a new facility to serve residents of the area.
The project has been stalled in recent months by
- a dispute among Boardmembers regarding the
“practicality of construction of a facxiﬁ;y to serve a
sman aumber of stuéents




School estrbved

Volunteer firefighters from Har-
lan, Wallins and Pineville fought
a blaze last night that destroyed
the antiquated and vacant ele-
mentary school building at Path-
fork. Two firefighters suffered
miner injuries at the scene. The
fire is thought to have started in
an area that formerly served as
a school gymnasium. The school
once housed 12 grades. The last
high school graduating class was
in 1961. In recent years the
school offered only education to
elmentary age students. The
Harlan County Board of Educa-
tion acted earlier this year to
close the school for the coming
academic year. (Daily Enter-
prise Staff Photos By Jeff
Phillips)



5 & h a blaze tﬁaiide»
ck Star Elementary School at Path-
ree-story brick structure




